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JERUSALEM
IS A PORT CITY 
ON THE SHORE 
OF ETERNITY.
[ Yehuda Amichai ]

THE QUARTERS brings together four renowned
directors from across the globe to create a cinematic
mosaic of Jerusalem’s Old City and its four quarters - 
Christian, Muslim, Jewish and Armenian in a narrative feature film.



THE QUARTERS is a film project that brings together four 

renowned directors from across the globe – Todd Solondz (“Happiness”, 

“Welcome to the Dollhouse”), Anna Muylaert (“The Second Mother”, 

“Don’t Call me Son”), Mohsen Makhmalbaf (“Kandahar”, “Salaam 

Cinema”), and Arsinee Khanjian (“Ararat”, “A ma soeur!”) to tell the story 

of Jerusalem’s Old City and its four quarters Jewish, Christian, Muslim 

and Armenian.

Crammed into one square kilometer between East and West Jerusalem, 

the Old City is a vast labyrinth where culture, identity and conflict are 

constantly at play. It is a place of beauty and complexity, violence and 

divinity. 

THE QUARTERS brings to the screen human stories that 

are closely intertwined yet distinct – much like the inhabitants and 

visitors of the Old City itself. The idea behind the film is not to offer 

a local monolithic vision, but rather take on an intricate international 

perspective, one that is alive to all the rifts and paradoxes of this 

important and much contested place.

This film explores the way history shapes society and individual lives; 

in comic or in tragic ways, sometimes with grace and compassion, and 

other times with rancor and animosity. 

 INTRODUCTION
—

3
The project is a collaboration of a group of international producers 

from Israel (Green Productions & Impulse Pictures), Canada (Six Island 

Productions), Brazil (Migdal Films), and Germany, together with Eran 

Riklis (The Human Resources Manager, Dancing Arabs) the project’s 

Artistic Director. 

On July 2017, in a collabotive effort with the Jerusalem Film Festival, we 

invited the four directors to Jerusalem to provide them the opportunity 

to scout the quarters and work on their scripts. The visit was very 

successful, and gained media coverage including in Screen Daily,  July 14 

2017 and a Haaretz feature, July 20 2017.

The film will wrap up shooting by the end of 2018 and will be released 

during 2019.

http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0147612/?ref_=nv_sr_1
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0114906/
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt3742378/?ref_=fn_al_tt_1
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt5452964/?ref_=fn_al_tt_1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/A_Moment_of_Innocence
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0114329/
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0114329/
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0273435/?ref_=fn_al_tt_1
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0243255/?ref_=nv_sr_1
http://www.screendaily.com/news/todd-solondz-mohsen-makhmalbaf-ready-jerusalem-set-feature-the-quarters/5119954.article
http://www.haaretz.com/life/film/.premium-1.802215


JEWISH QUARTER
Todd Solondz
—

Aaron (12) a Jewish American boy comes to Israel with his secular 

family for the first time to celebrate his Bar Mitzvah at the Western Wall. 

While practicing his Haftorah, a Charlton-Heston-like Moses appears to 

him bearing a message from God that he will reveal in due time. In the 

meantime, Moses and Aaron sightsee around the city as tourists and 

Moses helps Aaron flee his own Bar Mitzvah. But when Aaron asks for 

the promised message, he is no closer to understanding the question of 

what it means to be a Jew.

ARMENIAN QUARTER
Arsinée Khanjian 
—
Visiting the quarter’s church cemetery, Melisende (60), a devout

Armenian widow, is shocked to discover that right next to her late

husband – in a spot she had reserved for herself years ago – an unknown

woman has been recently buried. Aided only by retired lawyer Ezekiel

(70) – Melisende takes on the entire Armenian Patriarchate, so she can

get her spot back and spend eternity in her rightful place.

THE
STORIES
—
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MUSLIM QUARTER
Mohsen Makhmalbaf
—
Two young boys (6 and 9) join their imprisoned father on a hunger 

strike, protesting their denied weekly visitations. Over the next day, 

they manage to enlist the support of not only school chums but a host 

of interesting Jerusalemite characters, as they wander the streets of the 

Muslim Quarter trying to get home through security blockades. By the 

time they get home, they hear that their father’s demands have finally 

been met. They set off to the streets once again to announce the hunger 

strike has ended.

 

CHRISTIAN QUARTER
Anna Muylaert
—
Terezinha (58), a hairdresser from Rio, saves up her money to take her 

daughter, Catarina (27), to Jerusalem to get her mind off of her cheating 

ex-husband. Sadly, Catarina could not care less about the trip and she 

refuses to immerse herself in any spiritual experience like her mother 

does. Instead, she is on her phone checking up on her ex-husband, until 

the phone is stolen. To Terezinha, this is the divine sign she has been 

waiting for - Catarina finally emotes, and expells her pent up frustration 

at the Wailing Wall.





JEWISH
QUARTER

Todd Solondz is an American director and screenwriter. His films 

are renowned as dark, thought-provoking satires, imbued with 

social awareness themes. In 1995 he created and directed his first 

feature length film Welcome to the Dollhouse, which won the Grand 

Jury Prize at the Sundance Film Festival. Other works he directed 

and wrote include Happiness (1998) which won the International 

Critics’ Prize at the Cannes Film Festival, followed by the Cannes title 

Storytelling (2001), and Palindromes (2004), and the Venice/TIFF 

favorite Dark Horse (2011).

Todd Solondz

THE
DIRECTORS
—
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Arsinée Khanjian

ARMENIAN
QUARTER

Arsinée Khanjian is an Armenian-Canadian actress, writer and 

director of films, TV and theatre. Success and awards have followed her 

extensive acting career in films like Atom Egoyan’s Exotica and Ararat, 
and Catherine Breillat’s A ma soeur! (Fat Girl). Making the switch from 

acting to directing, Arsinée recently mounted two plays in Europe. 

Putting her fame to good use, Arsinée is active in the political struggle 

for genocide recognition and fair elections in Armenia. 



MUSLIM
QUARTER

Mohsen Makhmalbaf is an Iranian director, screenwriter, editor and 

producer, acknowledged as one of the founders of the new Iranian film 

wave. He has written and directed 18 feature films and 6 shorts. His 

films have been screened in more than 100 international film festivals 

around the world, winning many awards. Perhaps his best known 

film Kandahar made TIME Magazine’s ”All-Time” 100 Movies list. 

He currently is living in exile in Europe. Mohsen’s recent film 

The President opened the official competition at the Venice Film Festival. 

Mohsen Makhmalbaf

THE
DIRECTORS
—

CHRISTIAN
QUARTER

Anna Muylaert is a Brazilian director, screenwriter and producer born 

in Sao Paulo. She wrote and directed the film The Second Mother (2015) 

premiering at Sundance and the Berlinale Film Festival where it won 

awards including the Berlinale Panorama Audience Award, followed by 

many other film festivals around the world, and ranking among the top 

domestic box office grosses in her native Brazil. With a knack for creating 

empathetic and appealing characters, Anna’s films are renowned for 

becoming audience favorites.

Anna Muylaert
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Eran Riklis

ARTISTIC
DIRECTOR
—
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PRODUCTION
INFO
—

 

TOTAL BUDGET   3,052,100 Euro

PROJECT’S STAGE Late development and financing

FORMAT   2K to DCP

RUNNING TIME   100 min

GENRE   Drama

TARGET AUDIENCE International audiences, all ages

ESTIMATED 

SHOOTING DATE Fall 2018

WRITERS   Todd Solondz, Anna Muylaert,   

   Mohsen Makhmalbaf, Eitan AnnerEran Riklis is an Israeli director, screenwriter and producer. 

Having studied Film at Tel Aviv University and Beaconsfield National 

Film School in England, Eran has become one of the most renowned 

filmmakers working in Israel today. His films have gained remarkable 

success both in Israel and worldwide, most notably The Syrian Bride 

(2004, Audience Award, Locarno International Film Festival) and Lemon 
Tree (2008, Panorama Audience Award at the Berlinale). His last film was 

Dancing Arabs (2014, Locarno and Telluride).



DIRECTOR’S
NOTE 
—

THE QUARTERS  is a cinematic exploration of identity and diversity 

in a city that is burdened by its history and in a constant state of tension. 

Jerusalem's contested identity took center stage again recently, as 

US-President Trump declared it as Israel's capital, re-igniting controversy 

and age-old conflicts. Yet Jerusalem remains a city people long for, pray 

for and dream about.  

The stories of this film all take place in the small circumference of 

the Old City, in adjacent alleys and neighbouring streets. Some of the 

locations coincide, but neither the stories nor the characters ever meet. 

Even the languages never seem to synchronize. Such are the stories of 

this city; they coexist yet rarely intertwine.  

The four stories harbour four unique tones and aesthetic paths, befitting 

their directors and the diversity of the city. In the JEWISH QUARTER, 

Aaron’s rite of passage to adulthood is a comic existential exploration of 

his roots and heritage. In the ARMENIAN QUARTER, we see a darker 

sketch of a quarter in its ebb, yet a gleaming portrayal of its heroine’s 

dignity. In the MUSLIM QUARTER, the harsh realities of political 

conflict are draped in naive apparel – both in tone and narrative – as 

two young brothers commence on a hunger strike that quickly initiates 

a far-reaching political protest. Finally, in the CHRISTIAN QUARTER, 

faith again is questioned in light of personal grief, and miracles await 

the believers.  
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Joining together these disparate stories, a fifth plot will connect the 

four quarters, telling the story of a police horse that has strayed from 

its post. This majestic animal that has lost its identity trots freely 

through the old alleys, entirely unaware of any emotional or historical 

boundaries that exist.  

THE QUARTERS is a vision of Jerusalem as mythical and real, holy 

and filthy, promising and hopeless all at once.  



THE
PRODUCTION
TEAM
—

GREEN PRODUCTIONS (Israel) - An Israeli film production 
company started by Gal Greenspan and Roi Kurland, dedicated to 
the creation of quality films by Israeli and International writers/
directors.  It has a wide range of productions in development, has 
released films such as Scaffolding (2017 Acid Cannes, 2017 TIFF, 
Best Film Jerusalem Film Festival 2017), A Quiet Heart (Grand-prix 
2016 Tallin Black Nights), Youth (2013 Berlin Film Festival), Summer 
Vacation (Sundance 2013, shortlisted for the 2015 Oscars®) and has 
several films set to be released in 2018.

IMPULSE PICTURES (Israel/US) – by Scott Berrie, an Emmy 
award-winning producer whose work includes the documentaries  
The Loving Story and The Diplomat that aired on HBO. Current 
projects include By Sidney Lumet, a feature length documentary 
about the prolific director. 
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SIX ISLAND PRODUCTIONS (Canada) is a Toronto-based 
independent content creator producing stories for the global market. 
Founded by producer Paul Scherzer, Six Island makes international 
award-winning features, content-rich television series, long-form 
documentaries and cutting-edge digital media playing festivals from 
TIFF to Sundance, Cannes to Busan and selling into all markets. 
A member of the CMPA, ACCT and Europe’s ACE Network, Six Island 
co-produces with some of the most talented and diverse content 
producers from around the world.

MIGDAL FILMS (Brazil) is a film and television production 
company founded by partners Iafa Britz and Carolina Castro. The Rio 
de Janeiro based company has released over fifteen feature films and 
television series, including some of the biggest box office successes 
in recent years, and over a dozen projects in different stages of 
development and pre-production. In 2017, the company is producing 
projects such as the musical Intimidade Entre Estranhos, directed 
by José Alvarenga Jr., and the comedy Carlinhos & Carlão, starring 
comedian and actor Luis Lobianco and directed by Pedro Amorim. 



PAUL  SCHERZER

E paul@sixisland.com

M +1-416-897-1606

A  180 Manning Ave., Toronto ON M6J 2K5

W www.sixisland.com

GAL GREENSPAN

E gal@greenproductions.co.il

M +972 (0) 50 6370670

A 13 Sirkin St. Givatayim 5325007

W www.greenproductions.co.il

SCOTT BERRIE

E scott@impulsefeatures.com

M +917 992 6289

A  370 Van Brunt Street, Brooklyn, NY 11231

W www.impulsefeatures.com

IAFA BRITZ

E  iafa@migdalfilmes.com.br

M +55 21 24318713

A  Downtown Av. das Américas 500, bloco 8 - sala 324, Rio de Janeiro

W www.migdalfilmes.com.br

mailto:gal@greenproductions.co.il
tel:+972%2050%206370670
tel:5325007
http://greenproductions.co.il/
tel:+972%2050%206370670



